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In its 60 year history, Bell has helped over 1 million students around the 
world unlock the power of English. Through excellent teaching, exceptional 
facilities, a high-quality integrated learning experience and outstanding 
guidance and support, Bell is committed to helping its students achieve  
their full potential.

The bell 
sToRY

2007
In partnershIp wIth ObeIkan educatIOn, the 
trust Is appOInted tO manage ‘the largest 
englIsh language teachIng prOject In the 
wOrld’ at kIng saud unIversIty In saudI 
arabIa. thrOughOut the fOur year prOject 
Over 20,000 students ImprOved theIr englIsh 
tO prepare fOr undergraduate studIes

2009
the trust launches a teacher traInIng campus 
at hOmertOn cOllege, part Of the unIversIty Of 

cambrIdge, and welcOmes Over 800 teachers 
every summer In subsequent years

2010
It Is estImated that Over 1 mIllIOn students have been educated 
arOund the wOrld wIth bell sInce 1955

2011
the trust makes a  
multI-mIllIOn pOund 
Investment In the OrIgInal 
cambrIdge campus tO 
ImprOve facIlItIes

2011
the trust has fIve yOung learner 
centres and welcOmes Over 5,000 
students each year

2013 
bell Opens a new 
resIdentIal centre In  
st albans whIch Offers 
year-rOund cOurses  
fOr schOOl grOups and 
yOung learners

2004
bell launches Its fIrst 
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Photograph: 
Frank Bell as a Prisoner of War  
in the 1940s.

1916
Founder Frank Bell was 
Born in CalCutta, india

1938
Frank was awarded a 
First-Class degree in 
FrenCh and spanish From 
the university oF CamBridge 

1939-1945
as a prisoner oF war during 
world war ii, Frank taught 
his Fellow prisoners  
spanish and FrenCh, whiCh 
led to the Creation oF a 
seCret university. during 
this time he BeCame 
ConvinCed that the route to 
international Cooperation 
and understanding  
lay in learning

1955
Frank estaBlished the  
First Bell sChool at  
9 Cranmer road in CamBridge

1958
the Bell sChool moved to 
its new loCation on red 
Cross lane in CamBridge, 
where it remains today

1972
Frank set up the Bell eduCational trust 
so that Fees were reinvested to improve 
student serviCes and FaCilities

1986
Bell launChes its First  
young learner summer 
programme at the leys  

sChool, CamBridge,  
whiCh still runs today

1990
the trust estaBlishes  

a sChool in geneva, switzerland, 
and teaChes pre-sChool young 

learner programmes

1998
Bell welComes its First sChool 

group From Chile



97%
of students would 

recommend  bell 
to a friend*

“ I’ve increased my confidence and 
communication skills and met people 
from all over the world. The teachers 
are nice and we get to do lots of 
activities that we don’t do in Taiwan, 
like visiting castles on study tours. It’s 
a really special experience ”
JasmIne, from TaIwan

“ each day, my students reflect on 
what they have learnt, record this 
in their Learner Journal and write 
statements about the new things they 
can do in english  ”
Jane, BeLL TeaCHer

“ The staff are lovely. They are  
very funny and work hard to give 
us a good time. There is a nice 
atmosphere here ”
VICTorIa, from BeLgIum  

assessment as learning organisational learning

Children learn from breakfast to bedtime 
through an integrated programme of lessons, 
activities, study tours and community. 

Students record progress through  
a personal language portfolio which 
includes coursework, certificates showing 
achievements, English improvement  
and a student report.

93% of parents thought the teachers were 
fantastic or good.

we continuously refresh and renew 
our professional skills to support 
effective learning and teaching

we use assessment and feedback  
to help students develop as 
independent learners

we maximise formal and informal 
opportunities for learning
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learning eVerYWHere

tHe bell WaY
CommITTed To suCCess

The Bell way is a set of educational principles designed to help students 
become better learners, to build confidence and to achieve their learning 
goals. students are encouraged to commit to their own progress.

“ I first came to Bell on a winter 
explorer course – it was a great 
experience and I met lots of friends. 
now I want to study business at 
university in the uK and need to 
develop my english for a-levels  ”
CamILLa, from BrazIL

“ when we learn english at home, 
you need to memorise that rule, 
memorise this rule, memorise this 
word. at Bell, it comes from my mind, 
not from the textbook or a piece of 
paper that I can memorise. Here, the 
teachers can pull the vocabulary or 
the knowledge out of me ”
aBduLLazIz,  from saudI araBIa

“ The children come to Bell to 
improve their speaking and writing 
ability but, more importantly, the 
course is also about building their 
confidence and encouraging them to 
take care of themselves ”
Hong Yan XIan, group Leader from CHIna

HigH expectations claritY of learning unique indiVidual

In 2014, Bell young learners that attended 
a certificated course achieved a 100% 
success rate in the exam.

Students learn by doing, interacting and 
taking part in activities to stimulate and 
challenge them.

we find out about each student’s 
ambitions and capability, and build  
from there

we have clear, consistent learning 
goals and teaching methods

we create high expectations  
and engagement

To ensure individual care, support and 
attention, we offer the highest staff to 
student ratios - 1:5 on our Junior Active 
English programme and at least 1:6 on all 
other courses.

04    bellenglish.com/YoungLearners *Bell customer satisfaction survey.
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leaRning  
ThRoUgh coMMUniTY

bell staff work together to provide care, 
support and encouragement to every 
child. living in a residential environment 
means that students feel that they are 
part of a family. each student has a 
dedicated team which includes a:
l houseparent - responsible for the  
 care and welfare of your child outside of 
 the classroom
l English teacher – responsible for your 
 child’s learning in the classroom
l activity leader – responsible for 
 the student’s activity team and  
 extra-curricular activities.

your child will learn practical skills 
such as good time-keeping, keeping 
their rooms tidy, and managing when 
they spend their pocket money. they will 
also learn essential life skills such as 
responsibility, independence and effective 
communication. 

co
MMUniTY

individUal RecoRd  
of achieveMenT
to provide a record of your child’s 
time on the course and demonstrate 
their progress, their achievements are 
recorded daily in a personal language 
portfolio which contains:
l project and language lesson work
l study tour work
l activity certificates
l ‘can-do’ statements -  
 a certificate demonstrating level  
 of english achieved
l progress report by their teacher  
 outlining participation and  
 improved communication skills.

inclUsiviTY
Our inclusive approach means our 
programmes are suitable for students 
with physical disabilities or specific 
learning difficulties. at registration, 
we work with you to see how individual 
needs can be met. 

good behavioUR
we believe that students who are happy 
and behave well, learn more effectively. 
every student is required to follow the 
bell school rules to ensure that the 
whole school community can learn in 
a healthy, happy and safe environment. 
good behaviour is rewarded.

healTh and safeTY
providing a home-away-from-home 
environment is very important. we 
take the health and well-being of our 
students very seriously. If students 
feel unwell during their stay, they can 
attend one of the nurse surgeries held 
at each centre. 

a member of the bell team will 
accompany students to visit a doctor or 
dentist if required. medication is stored 
securely and only given to students 
when we have parental permission.

children are offered a choice of 
nutritious menus at each mealtime. 
every menu includes a selection of 
hot and cold items and fresh fruit 
and vegetables. snacks are available 
during every break and at each house 
meeting. 

bell aMbassadoR scheMe
students elect a bell ambassador 
each week. In this role, students 
get the opportunity to develop their 
personal leadership skills, advocate 
speaking english at all times and  
introduce new students to friends and 
the school.

TuITIon, sTudy maTErIals and 
coursE PorTFolIo

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon  
and all mEals

a Full ProgrammE oF  
socIal EvEnTs, acTIvITIEs and 
sTudy Tours

FrEE InTErnET accEss

comPrEhEnsIvE suPErvIsIon 
By QualIFIEd sTaFF

TransFErs From and To 
dEsIgnaTEd aIrPorTs on 
schEdulEd arrIval and 
dEParTurE days

FrEE laundry sErvIcE

comPrEhEnsIvE InsurancE

all coURses inclUde

we believe children achieve their best when stimulated and challenged.  
Our courses are integrated and designed to encourage your child to learn 
new things and practise what they have learnt during their study experience. 
On a bell course, your child will improve their english language skills, 
develop essential life skills such as confidence, responsibility and respect 
and make lifelong friends from around the world.

leaRning  
ThRoUgh lessons

In lessons your child will learn:
l practical everyday language such 
 as asking polite questions,  
 clarifying meaning, vocabulary and 
 comprehension of instructions,  
 improved fluency and pronunciation
l academic language suitable for  
 school and university 
l life skills such as independence  
 and teamwork
l about British life and culture 
l about topics such as the environment, 
 victorian london, and travel  
 and tourism. 

lessons focus on a project to suit the 
level and age range of the class. children 
work independently, in pairs and small 
groups through discussions, role plays 
and interviews. 

an inTegRaTed  
leaRning appRoach
yOur chIld’s learnIng eXperIence

leaRning  
ThRoUgh acTiviTies

learning takes place from breakfast to 
bedtime. Out-of-class activities are 
equally important to a child’s development. 
during the activity sessions, your  
child will:
l try new sporting and creative activities 
l develop their abilities in a variety  
 of activities
l learn English knowledge and skills 
 such as understanding instructions, 
 and social language to aid cooperation
l develop life skills such as teamwork, 
 leadership, collaboration and planning.
 
activities are supervised by our skilled 
activity leaders and include: 
l creative and sporting activities  
 such as football, tennis, arts and crafts, 
 swimming and drama (activities vary  
 at each centre)
l games, contests and shows such as 
 sporting competitions, fashion shows 
 and quizzes.

leaRning  
ThRoUgh sTUdY ToURs

students learn about British life and 
culture through exploring places of 
interest such as oxford, cambridge or 
Windsor. every course includes a full day 
trip to london, where students enjoy a 
walking tour, river cruise or trip to a top 
london museum. all students get to see 
big ben and the houses of parliament.

study tours are lessons outside the 
classroom. students prepare in class 
before they depart and on the excursion 
develop their language and life skills by:
l conducting interviews
l taking part in fact finding challenges
l completing activity sheets
l learning the art of compromise  
 when deciding how to spend their free 
 time with friends.

children over 11 years of age can enjoy 
periods of free time (up to one hour only), 
with small groups of friends.  

le
ssons

ac
TiviTies

sT
UdY ToURs
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winter explorer
Combining English language lessons with a wide range of indoor and outdoor activities

active english
One of our most popular courses, offering students a chance to try a variety of activities each week

focus english
For young learners who want to develop their English and improve their skills in one activity each week

academic english
For young learners who want a more in-depth academic programme to improve their academic skills in English

international study 
preparation
Ideal for young learners planning to study at an English-speaking school

young business 
leaders
An inspirational course for students who aspire to be the  

international business leaders of the future 

our courses

08    bellenglish.com/YoungLearners

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.00 BREAKFAST FOLLOWED BY MORNING MEETING   bwd

09.00

Student arrivals and 
welcome activities

Lesson Lesson Lesson

Study tour

Lesson Activity session

BREAK BREAK

Lesson Lesson Lesson Lesson Activity session

12.30 LUNCH LUNCH

Activity session

Study tour

Activity session Activity session
 

Student departuresBREAK BREAK BREAK

Lesson Activity session Lesson

18.00 HOUSE TIME FOLLOWED BY DINNER

20.00 Activity session Activity session Activity session Activity session Activity session Activity session Activity session

22.00 HOUSE MEETINGS

22.30 BEDTIME

s
a

m
p

le
 t

im
e

ta
b

le

lessons
Every project has an outcome,  
such as a presentation, short film or 
magazine. Every student contributes 
to the class project in order to practise 
and improve their language skills.

activities
The varied activity programme is  
the perfect way for students to try 
new things, make friends, practise 
their English skills and learn 
essential life skills.

lessons
Students focus on interactive 
project-based work such as 
comparing the food, culture 
and festivals of their countries, 
through which they improve 
their language skills, cultural 
knowledge and confidence.

  study 
  tours
Every student will get to visit London 
and see iconic sights such as the 
Houses of Parliament. Activities will 
include a trip to a museum or a tour 
around the city.

activities
Students enjoy fun and interactive activities 
such as quiz nights and fashion shows: “We had 
to create something beautiful from bin bags, 
cardboard boxes, and plastic, then parade the 
outfits on the catwalk.” Victoria, from Belgium.

common european framework of reference (cefr) 

a1  
beginner

You can understand and use basic phrases and expressions. You can communicate 
in simple ways when people speak slowly to you.

a2
elementary

You can take part in simple exchanges on familiar topics. You can understand and 
communicate routine information.

a2+ 
pre-intermediate

You can participate in short conversations in routine contexts on topics of interest. 
You can make and respond to suggestions.

b1
intermediate

You can communicate in situations, and use simple language to communicate 
feelings, opinions, hopes, plans and experiences.

b2
upper intermediate

You can communicate easily with native English speakers. You can understand and 
express some complex ideas and topics.

c1
advanced

You can understand and use a wide range of language. You can use English flexibly 
and effectively for social and academic purposes.

c2
proficient

You can understand almost everything you hear or read. You can communicate very 
fluently and precisely in complex situations.

your child’s language level
To help your child get the most from their 
Bell course, on their first day at Bell they 
will take a short English language test. 
This test allows us to place your child in 
a class at the right language level, with 
students of similar abilities.

The table provides a brief overview 
of English language levels based on 
the Common European Framework of 
Reference (CEFR).

arrival day
The Bell experience starts from the moment we 
collect your child at the airport. A member of the 
Bell team will meet your child at the arrivals hall 
in the airport. Your child will be supervised at all 
times by a staff member until they arrive at their 
Bell school. On departure, every child is escorted 
to the check-in desk in time for their flight. We 
recommend that children under 16 register with 
the airline as unaccompanied minors and our 
customer service team will offer travel guidance 
on this service.

morning and evening  
house meetings
Boys and girls have separate 
accommodation. Students in each 
house attend daily meetings with 
their dedicated houseparent, who 
will introduce the programme 
for the following day. Students 
will also reflect upon what they 
have learnt during the day. 
Houseparents spend individual 
time with every student to ensure 
they are happy, making friends and 
enjoying their experience.  

an integrated  
learning approach
YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING EXPERIENCE

A sample timetable, showing a typical week on a Bell young learner course.



This coURse is foR

young learners who want to develop their 
english skills through a variety of sports, 
activities and cultural visits.

coURse oveRvieW

winter explorer offers students the 
chance to develop their english skills 
and gain confidence through a range of 
different indoor and outdoor sports and 
activities, and study tours.

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of Winter Explorer, your 
child will have:  

l More confidence and be more 
 independent as an individual,  
 learner and user of english.

l Improved English language skills 
 (reading, writing, listening and 
 speaking), more vocabulary, better 
 pronunciation and an increased 
 understanding of grammar appropriate 
 to their level.

l Experienced a variety of activities and 
 tried new things.

l Explored different places of interest  
 in the uk.

l made international friends.

l a portfolio of work demonstrating 
 progress and experiences.

 

nexT sTeps

  your child can develop their english 
  skills further at a different time  
of the year on active English spring, 
summer or autumn.

course description
the course comprises lessons (15 hours 
per week), study tours (1.5 days per week) 
and a varied activity programme (24 hours 
per week). 

activities
experienced activity leaders teach each 
session and help students to develop their 
skills and ability in the activity – all through 
the medium of english. students choose 
one or two different activities each day. 

popular winter activities include:

st albans

l football l  photography
l archery l orienteering
l rugby l arts and crafts

Bowles outdoor Education centre

l dry-slope skiing l rock climbing
l abseiling l arts and crafts
l zip wire l swimming

study tours
the course includes regular study tours 
around the uk. all students will explore 
london and enjoy a variety of experiences 
such as:
l the natural history museum, which has 
 a large collection of dinosaur skeletons
l the national gallery with works of art 
 from the masters such as leonardo  
 da vinci and vincent van gogh
l st paul’s cathedral with its  
 world-famous dome
l a river cruise along the river thames 
l a flight on the london eye. 

coURse sUMMaRY
locaTIon st albans st albans and Bowles 
   outdoor Education centre

agE 11-17 11-17

mInImum languagE lEvEl beginner a1

sTaFF To sTudEnT raTIo 1:6 1:6

coURse inclUdes:WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 15 hOurs

acTIvITIEs
 24 hOurs

sTudy Tours 
 1.5 days

 

vieW a TiMeTable 

a ToUR of  
edinbURgh

students on selected  
courses enjoy a three-day  
visit to edinburgh, scotland’s 
ancient capital. students will  
visit the castle, arthur’s seat –  
a dormant volcano – and get to  
taste haggis and try traditional 
scottish dancing.

selecTed 
coURses

edinburgh

bellenglish.com/younglearners   11

single oR 
TWin-cenTRe 

opTion

left: bowles Outdoor education centre
right: bell st albans

oTheR popUlaR sTUdY  
ToUR desTinaTions

l st albans - visit the cathedral and 
 take a walking tour around the town
l Windsor - visit the castle, which is 
 an official residence of the queen or 
 enjoy legoland
l cambridge - visit the world famous 
 university colleges

WinTeR 
exploReR

10    bellenglish.com/younglearners



coURse inclUdes:

This coURse is foR

young learners who want to develop their 
english skills through a variety of sports 
and activities.

coURse oveRvieW

One of our most popular junior courses, 
active english offers students the  
chance to explore english and gain 
confidence through a range of different 
sports and activities.

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of active English,  
your child will have: 

l More confidence and be more  
 independent as an individual, learner  
 and user of the language.

l Improved English language skills 
 (reading, writing, listening and speaking), 
 more vocabulary, better pronunciation 
 and an increased understanding of 
 grammar appropriate to their level.

l Experienced a variety of activities 
 and tried new things.

l made international friends.

l a portfolio of work demonstrating 
 progress and experiences.

nexT sTeps

  your child can develop their english 
  skills further by concentrating on  
one activity each week on Focus English. 

course description
the course comprises lessons (15 hours 
per week), study tours (1.5 days per week) 
and a varied activity programme (24 hours 
per week).

activities
experienced activity leaders teach each 
session and help students to develop their 
skills and ability in the activity – all through 
the medium of english. students choose 
one or two different activities each day.

activities vary at each centre. popular 
activities include:

st albans

l cricket l football
l arts and crafts l archery
l volleyball l orienteering

Bloxham school

l arts and crafts l tennis
l football l swimming
l wall climbing l archery

cobham hall

l badminton l tennis 
l football l drama 
l arts and crafts l swimming

 

coURse sUMMaRY

locaTIon cobham  st albans Bloxham

agE 7-12  10-17* 11-17

mInImum languagE lEvEl beginner a1

sTaFF To sTudEnT raTIo 1:5 1:6 1:6

*st albans, spring and autumn dates: age 11-17

WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 15 hOurs

acTIvITIEs
 24 hOurs

sTudy Tours 
 1.5 days

 

vieW a TiMeTable 

bellenglish.com/younglearners   13

“ 
I’ve played basketball, 

tennis, and badminton, and 
tried climbing. yesterday, we 
went to the science museum 
in london and had to write 
about what the world would 
be like without technology ”
bO taO, frOm chIna,  
studIed at blOXham schOOl

on our active English  
spring and autumn  
courses at st albans, students 
learn about and participate in 
British seasonal events such  
as Easter, halloween and  
guy Fawkes night.

seasonal 
specials

popUlaR sTUdY  
ToUR desTinaTions

l greenwich - explore the national 
 maritime museum or the royal 
 Observatory to discover wonders of 
 astronomy at the centre of time
l london - take a boat trip down the 
 river thames to the tower of london
l cambridge - punt along the river 
 cam and visit the world famous 
 university colleges
l Bristol - visit at-bristol which 
 brings science to life with fun and 
 interactive activities and exhibits.

acTive  
english

12    bellenglish.com/younglearners



This coURse is foR

young learners who want to develop 
their english skills and dedicate time 
to learning and improving their skills in 
english in one activity each week.

coURse oveRvieW

focus english offers your child the 
chance to explore english, gain 
confidence and learn more about one 
particular sport or activity each week.

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of Focus English,  
your child will have: 

l More confidence and be more 
 independent as an individual, learner  
 and user of the language.

l Improved English language skills 
 (reading, writing, listening and speaking), 
 more vocabulary, better pronunciation 
 and an increased understanding of 
 grammar appropriate to their level.

l developed greater skills in a 
 chosen activity each week. 

l Experienced a variety of activities 
 and tried new things.

l made international friends.

l a portfolio of work demonstrating 
 progress and new experiences.

nexT sTeps

  your child could prepare for school 
  or university on a course such as 
International study Preparation or young 
Business leaders.

course description
lessons (15 hours per week), study tours 
(1.5 days per week) and varied activities 
(15 hours per week) are complemented  
by a focused weekly activity programme  
(9 hours per week) where students choose 
one activity for the duration of their  
course or a different activity each week. 
Options include:

 Football
 students learn skills such as passing, 
dribbling, shooting, tackling and ball control. 
these techniques are developed further 
through games and tournaments.

 Tennis
 students learn skills such as 
service, volley, smash and lob and 
develop them further through games and 
tournaments.

 Team sports
 students develop a range of team 
sport skills such as ball control, speed and 
balance, leadership and teamwork through 
sports such as dodgeball, cricket, rugby, 
football, basketball and volleyball.

 art and design
 students develop their skills in 
activities such as animation, painting, 
graphic design and fashion.

 Photography and film-making
 students develop skills including 
planning, storyboarding, sequencing, 
cutaways, composing and editing their 
work. they also create a short film.

 cookery
 students develop skills including 
planning, preparing and presenting meals. 
they learn about food and nutrition and 
work in groups to cook a range of dishes.

 dance
 students develop technical dance 
skills and learn a variety of styles including 
traditional and contemporary genres. they 
also have the opportunity to research and 
choreograph their own routines.

 Performing arts
 students develop their skills in 
activities such as acting, singing, dancing, 
stage management, costume and set design.

 outdoor survival
 students learn skills to aid survival 
in the outdoors, such as shelter building, 
fire-making, tracking skills and natural 
navigation methods. they also learn how to 
find and cook food in the wild.

 golf
 students learn about golf strategy 
and etiquette and improve techniques  
such as swing, shot selection, posture and 
body alignment.*

 horse-riding
 students will develop their riding 
skills including walking, trotting and 
jumping and also learn about stable 
management and equestrian care.** 

coURse sUMMaRY

locaTIon The leys school Wellington college

agE 12-17 12-17

mInImum languagE lEvEl  beginner a1 beginner a1

sTaFF To sTudEnT raTIo 1:6 1:6

focUs opTions - cenTRe availabiliTY 

lEys school

WEllIngTon collEgE

*students must bring their own golf shoes and smart clothes. 
**suitable for riders of all levels including beginners. students must bring suitable shoes for horse-riding. bellenglish.com/younglearners   15

WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 15 hOurs

sTudy Tours 
 1.5 days

 

acTIvITIEs
 15 hOurs
FoCus option
 9 hOurs

 

vieW a TiMeTable 

focUs  
english

14    bellenglish.com/younglearners



vieW a TiMeTable 

This coURse is foR

young learners who want a more in-depth 
academic programme to improve their 
study skills in english. 

coURse oveRvieW

academic english offers your child 
the chance to explore english, gain 
confidence and learn more about one or 
more of the following study options:  
l	 english language and exam skills 
l	 english literature 
l	 presentation and debates. 

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of academic English, 
your child will have:  

l More confidence and be more 
 independent as an individual, learner 
 and user of the language.

l Improved English language skills 
 (reading, writing, listening and 
 speaking), more vocabulary, better 
 pronunciation and an increased 
 understanding of grammar appropriate 
 to their level.

l developed their academic English 
 knowledge and skills.

l Gained a Trinity Speaking certificate 
 demonstrating their speaking and 
 listening proficiency.

l made international friends.

l a portfolio of work demonstrating 
 progress and new experiences.

nexT sTeps

 your child could prepare for study in 
 an english-speaking environment on 
bell’s  International study Preparation course.

course description
In addition to the core programme of  
lessons (15 hours per week), study tours 
(1.5 days per week) and varied activities 
(15 hours per week), students spend 
further time (9 hours per week) in the 
classroom focusing on one option for the 
duration of their course or a different option 
each week. Options include:

  English language and exam skills 
  students develop their language 
and exam skills to prepare for a range 
of english tests such as the cambridge 
english preliminary (pet) or first (fce)
exam. although students do not take 
exams on the course, they learn essential 
study skills and techniques such as:
l	 interpreting data and presenting opinions 
l	 presenting opinions through role-play 
 and debates on topical issues 
l	 listening to presentations and fellow 
 student opinions
l	 reading academic articles
l	 practising sample exam questions.

  English literature 
  students learn about the classics of 
english literature from romeo and juliet 
and Oliver twist to animal farm and  
harry potter. 

  Presentations and debates
  students learn how to research, 
summarise and present a topic to their 
peers. they also learn how to form an 
argument and participate in a debate.

all academic english students sit the 
trinity college london graded 
examinations in spoken english (gese)  
at the end of the course.

 

TrInITy sPEakIng 
cErTIFIcaTE aT a glancE

trinity’s gese exams test english 
speaking and listening skills. they 
focus on building motivation and 
confidence in using english and 
enable students to chart their 
progress from beginner to proficiency.

there are four exams:  
initial, elementary, intermediate  
and advanced. 
l the exam is a spoken interview 
 with an external trinity examiner. 
l the exam lasts between 5-15 
 minutes, depending on your 
 child’s level. 
l the exam replicates real-life 
 exchanges in which the candidate 
 and interviewer share information,  
 discuss ideas and opinions and 
 debate topical issues. 

choice 
of ThRee 
acadeMic 
opTions

TRiniTY 
speaking 

exaM

coURse inclUdes:

1

2

3
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coURse sUMMaRY

locaTIon The leys school

agE 12-17

mInImum languagE lEvEl elementary a2

sTaFF To sTudEnT raTIo 1:6

WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 15 hOurs

aCademiC option
 9 hOurs

 

acTIvITIEs
 15 hOurs
sTudy Tours 
 1.5 days

 

popUlaR sTUdY  
ToUR desTinaTions

l london - see big ben and visit 
 westminster abbey
l norwich - explore the castle  
 and cathedral
l cambridge - punt along the river 
 cam and visit the world famous 
 university colleges

acadeMic  
english
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This coURse is foR

young learners planning to study  
in an english-speaking environment  
at an international school.

coURse oveRvieW

your child will study general and 
subject-specific english, improve their 
study skills and exam techniques, and 
develop their independence through 
a combination of language lessons, 
activities and excursions.

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of International study 
Preparation, your child will:

l Be prepared to study at an international 
 school worldwide where education 
 is delivered in english.

l develop general English language 
 knowledge, vocabulary and grammar.

l Enhance academic study skills 
 including reading, writing, listening and 
 speaking skills.

l gain skills required for taking 
 international exams.

l Become more confident, independent  
 and enquiring learners.

l receive an introduction to life at a 
 British boarding school.

l make international friends. 

 
nexT sTeps

  prepare for life at a british 
  university on bell’s university 
Foundation Programme or gain an Ielts 
qualification used for entry to higher 
education institutes.

course description
lessons take place between 9am and 
4.30pm, monday to friday, which is 
similar to life at a british boarding school. 
students work with a teacher, in pairs and 
small groups to learn to:
l develop critical thinking
l formulate and express their own ideas
l analyse data and information in english
l take part in discussions and debates
l understand different viewpoints
l take responsibility for their own learning
l practise and develop the exam 
 techniques and study skills required for 
 taking international exams such as 
 the cambridge english suite of exams 
 and International baccalaureate.

there are supervised homework sessions 
on weekday evenings.

activities
after homework, students have the 
opportunity to relax, have fun and make 
friends by participating in the evening 
activity programme which includes  
themed and general activities such as:
l book and film clubs
l sports – from football, basketball to 
 tennis and cricket
l creative arts – from t-shirt painting  
 to photography
l evening activities – fashion 
 shows and quiz nights.

Excursions
students plan their own  
visits to famous destinations 
in the uk, such as london,  
Oxford and stratford-upon-avon.  
the excursions give students the 
independence to plan and conduct their 
own visit and are a great way to explore 
british life and history. 

coURse sUMMaRY

locaTIon Bloxham school

agE 13-17  

mInImum languagE lEvEl pre-Intermediate a2+

sTaFF To sTudEnT raTIo 1:6 

sUpeRvised 
hoMeWoRk 

sessions

sTUdY skills 
and exaM 

pRepaRaTion

boaRding 
school 

expeRience

coURse inclUdes:

vieW a TiMeTable 

bellenglish.com/younglearners   19

sTUdenTs  
plan TheiR  
oWn ToURs

popUlaR sTUdY  
ToUR desTinaTions

l oxford - tour the city and admire 
 the university colleges or visit 
 broughton castle, a fortified  
 manor house
l Birmingham - visit cadbury world 
 and uncover a world of chocolate in 
 this manufacturer’s museum
l Bristol - visit at-bristol where 
 science comes to life with fun and 
 interactive exhibits and activities.

london

inTeRnaTional 
sTUdY 
pRepaRaTion
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ExcursIons:
a TrIP To london

students plan their own excusions. 
however, this is how a typical day  
out in london may look:

09.00 depart school
11.00 arrive in london - briefing 
 with teachers
11.05 sightseeing -  
 houses of parliament
11.30 take a trip on the london eye
12.30 sightseeing - downing street, 
 horse guards parade
13.30 check in with teachers at  
 the meeting point
13.45 lunch in covent garden
14.45 shopping in covent garden
16.00 meet teachers at the  
 meeting point
18.00 arrive back at school

WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 28 hOurs

acTIvITIEs
 13 hOurs

ExcursIons 
 1 day

 



This coURse is foR

students with a higher level of english 
who aspire to be the international 
business leaders of the future.

coURse oveRvieW

bell’s young business leaders course 
develops students’ language and business 
knowledge, in addition to enhancing a 
range of life and work skills through an 
integrated programme of learning.

coURse oUTcoMes

upon completion of this course, young 
business leaders will have:

l an improved knowledge of business 
 theory and practice.

l experienced establishing and 
 running a small business.

l developed general and business 
 English language skills and vocabulary.

l gained the internationally recognised 
 Business language Testing 
 service (bulats) exam.

l gained confidence and independence as 
 an individual and a learner.

l made international friends.

l enjoyed a safe and rewarding 
 educational experience in the uk.

l been inspired through talks by leading 
 business entrepreneurs.

nexT sTeps

  prepare for a business degree  
  on a Bell university Foundation 
Programme.

course description
language for business
through project and class-based  
activities, students:
l learn key business vocabulary
l develop grammar and  
 pronunciation skills
l practise speaking, listening, reading  
 and writing skills
l prepare for the business language 
 testing exam (bulats) which they take 
 at the end of the course.

Business studies
students learn about establishing a business  
in today’s competitive environment:
l bringing a product or service to market
l financial management
l communication in the workplace
l the modern consumer
l the functions of a business.

Bell Business challenge
working in teams, students use all the 
skills they have learnt in class to create 
and deliver a profitable product or service. 
l	 Week 1: Planning 
 develop a business concept by 
 conducting market research,  
 allocating finances and creating an 
 advertising campaign
l	 Week 2: Implementing and Evaluating 
 launch the business, evaluate 
 progress and reinvest profits
l	 Week 3: Presentation 
 teams present their project and discuss  
 successes and areas for development.

the team that develops the best product 
or service will win a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience - the 2013 winners got a 
limosine tour around london with a trip to 
the shard.

 

bUsiness-TheMed sTUdY ToURs

students visit local businesses  
and topical destinations such as: 
l mercedes-Benz World 
l museum of Brands, Packaging  
 and advertising in london. 

inspiRing 
lecTURes 

bY bUsiness 
people

bUlaTs 
bUsiness  

exaM

coURse inclUdes:

bell 
bUsiness 

challenge

coURse sUMMaRY

lOcatIOn Wellington college

age 14-17  

language level Intermediate b1

staff tO student ratIO 1:6 
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BulaTs aT a glancE

bulats is a business english 
exam. recognised internationally 
by employers worldwide, the test 
assesses listening and reading 
skills and knowledge of grammar 
and vocabulary. 

tasks are based on the skills and 
activities needed in the workplace, 
for example, taking down telephone 
messages, understanding texts and 
correcting errors.

the test lasts 110 minutes: 
l 50 minutes for listening  
l 60 minutes for reading and 
 language knowledge.

vieW a TiMeTable 

YoUng bUsiness 
leadeRs

“ 
In the future I want to be a manager, 

so I chose this course as it is not  
just about english. we learnt how  
a business runs. I also learnt to work 
as a team and be responsible  ”
berfIn, frOm turkey 
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2013 bell 
bUsiness 

challenge 
WinneRs

WEEkly hours

lEssons 
 25 hOurs

acTIvITIEs
 14 hOurs

sTudy Tours 
 1.5 days
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ThE lEys school, camBrIdgE

WEllIngTon collEgE, BErkshIrE

coBham hall, kEnT

oUR cenTRes

bell courses take place at some of the most prestigious schools in england. 
they offer great facilities and a safe and secure environment in which your 
child will enjoy an unforgettable experience.

22    bellenglish.com/younglearners

BEll sT alBans, grEaTEr london BoWlEs ouTdoor EducaTIon cEnTrE, sussEx

Bloxham school, oxFordshIrE



naTionaliTY Mix

n french                      21%
n russIan                   19%
n ItalIan                     10%
n german                   9%
n argentInIan                  7%
n pOrtugese                       5%
n ukraInIan                4%
n brazIlIan                        3%
n japanese                      2%
n kazakhstanI                  2%
n Other (frOm 31 cOuntrIes) 17%
 
*from 01 june 2013 to 31 july 2014

41
naTionaliTies*

MaxiMUM capaciTY 160  students

 
locaTion
FrEE TransFErs 
on scheduled arrival  
and departure days 
from:

aIrPorTs

l	lOndOn heathrOw 

l	lOndOn lutOn

l	lOndOn stansted

TraIn

l	ebbsfleet eurOstar

st albans

 bright, spacious classrooms 
 with interactive whiteboards

  free wireless internet

 computer study centre

 dining room with outside eating area

 student common room

faciliTies

 art room

 disabled access/facilities

 On-site sports facilities
 including sports fields and an 
 archery range

 peaceful, countryside setting

find Us online 

this year-round centre is housed in an elegant grade II listed victorian 
building, within 60 acres of beautiful english countryside, providing a safe 
and peaceful environment. close to london airports, the centre offers 
newly-refurbished residential bedrooms, and has excellent facilities and 
outstanding pastoral care.

bell sT albans
year-rOund englIsh

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon

single, twin and triple rooms l

a dediCated houseparent in every BloCk l

separate aCCommodation areas For Boys and girls l

coursEs

winter explorer  page 10

aCtive english (spring, summer and autumn)  page 12

bOwles OutdOOr educatIOn centre
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saMple acTiviTies

	 football arts and crafts  cricket orienteering
	  	

	 performing arts archery	 photography volleyball
	  	

boWles oUTdooR edUcaTion cenTRe
set in beautiful countryside in the south of england, Bowles 
outdoor education Centre offers a variety of educational and 
adventure activities. offered as a twin-centre option with Bell 
st albans on winter explorer, students have the opportunity to 
try exciting activities such as rock climbing, abseiling and zip 
wire, as well as developing their language skills and teamwork 
through problem-solving. the centre also boasts a heated 
swimming pool and comfortable dormitory bedrooms.

For full details about Bowles education Centre, please visit: 
bellenglish.com/Bowles

WInTEr 
ExPlorEr 
 TWIn-cEnTrE 

oPTIon
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lOndOn

coursEs 
yEar

round



 drama studio

 cookery room

 On-site sports facilities
 including tennis courts,  
 synthetic football pitches, 
 indoor climbing wall and  
 indoor swimming pool

 peaceful, countryside setting

MaxiMUM capaciTY 260  students

 
locaTion
FrEE TransFErs 
on scheduled arrival  
and departure days 
from: 

aIrPorTs

l	lOndOn gatwIck

l	lOndOn heathrOw

blOXham schOOl

 bright, spacious classrooms 
 with interactive whiteboards

  free wireless internet

  computer study centre

 dining room with outside eating area

 student common room

 art room

faciliTies

bloxham school is located in a quiet village close to the historic city of 
Oxford, famous for its beautiful architecture of ‘dreaming spires’ and the 
oldest university in the uk.

set within beautiful english gardens and walled grounds, bloxham school 
offers superb boarding houses, classrooms and arts’ buildings and has 
exceptional sports facilities including a well-equipped sports hall, an indoor 
swimming pool, a climbing wall and synthetic turf pitches.

bloxhaM school
hIstOrIc OXfOrd

coursEs

aCtive english  page 12

international study preparation  page 18

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon

single and twin rooms l

dormitories l 

a dediCated houseparent in every BloCk l

separate aCCommodation BloCks For Boys and girls l

find Us online 
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saMple acTiviTies

	 football arts and crafts  tennis volleyball
	  	

	 performing arts archery	 swimming wall climbing
	  	

naTionaliTY Mix

n russIan                       19%
n ItalIan                 16%
n japanese                    9%
n german                  8%
n french                  7%
n brazIlIan                         7%
n spanIsh                 5%
n chInese                      5%
n pOlIsh                     3%
n belgIan                  3%
n Other (frOm 37 cOuntrIes) 18%
 
*from 01 june 2013 to 31 july 2014

47
naTionaliTies*
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lOndOn



MaxiMUM capaciTY 150  students

 
locaTion
FrEE TransFErs 
on scheduled arrival  
and departure days  
from: 

aIrPorTs

l	lOndOn gatwIck

l	lOndOn heathrOw

TraIn

l	ebbsfleet eurOstar 

cObham hall

 bright, spacious classrooms 
 with interactive whiteboards

 computer study centre

 dining room

 student common room

 dance and drama studios

faciliTies

 cookery room

 art room

 On-site sports facilities
 including tennis courts  
 and an indoor swimming pool

 peaceful, countryside setting

cobham hall is a stunning tudor mansion which dates back to 1584.  
the school is set in 150 acres of parkland in the beautiful county of kent.

a safe, secure and friendly centre, cobham hall is the location for bell’s 
junior courses (age 7-12). there is a dedicated teaching block with two 
deluxe It suites and a purpose-built sports hall offering a wide range of 
sports and activities. Other facilities include a dance studio, drama studio 
and well-equipped art rooms. 

cobhaM hall
tudOr mansIOn

coursEs

aCtive english Junior  page 12

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon

single and twin rooms l

a dediCated houseparent in every BloCk l

separate aCCommodation BloCks For Boys and girls l

find Us online 

JunIor 
cEnTrE For 

7-12 yEar 
olds
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saMple acTiviTies

	 football arts and crafts  badminton tennis
	  	

	 performing arts team sports	 swimming cookery
	  	

naTionaliTY Mix

n russIan                      35%
n chInese                  12%
n french                    9%
n ItalIan                   9%
n spanIsh                6%
n ukraInIan                       5%
n german              5%
n japanese                      2%
n swIss                    2%
n azerbaIjanI                 2%
n Other (frOm 18 cOuntrIes) 14%
 
*from 01 june 2013 to 31 july 2014

28
naTionaliTies*
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lOndOn



 cookery room

 art room

 theatre and drama studio

 On-site sports facilities
 including tennis courts  
 and a synthetic football pitch
 
 
 

MaxiMUM capaciTY 260  students

 
locaTion
FrEE TransFErs 
on scheduled arrival  
and departure days 
from:

aIrPorTs

l	lOndOn stansted

l	lOndOn heathrOw

the leys schOOl

the leys school is located in the heart of cambridge, a historic university 
city with a global reputation for academic excellence. the school is close to 
the fitzwilliam museum and several of the 31 colleges which make up the 
university of cambridge, including the iconic king’s college.

the school has extensive grounds with contemporary residential 
accommodation, outstanding sports facilities and a modern teaching block. 
students have access to the latest digital technology, with interactive 
whiteboards and digital projectors available in all classrooms.

The leYs school
classIc cambrIdge

coursEs

FoCus english  page 14

aCademiC english  page 16

 bright, spacious classrooms 
 with interactive whiteboards

  free wireless internet

 computer study centre

 dining room

 student common room

faciliTies

find Us online 

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon

single and twin rooms l

dormitories l 

a dediCated houseparent in every BloCk l

separate aCCommodation BloCks For Boys and girls l
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saMple acTiviTies

	 football arts and crafts  team sports tennis
	  	

	 photography cookery	 cricket dance
	  	

naTionaliTY Mix

n brazIlIan                    14%
n ItalIan                 13%
n russIan                  11%
n french                 9%
n chInese                9%
n japanese                        7%
n german              6%
n spanIsh                     5%
n turkIsh                  3%
n argentInIan                 2%
n Other (frOm 32 cOuntrIes) 20%
 
*from 01 june 2013 to 31 july 2014

42
naTionaliTies*
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lOndOn



 art room

 theatre and drama studio

 On-site sports facilities including  
 tennis courts, a golf course,  
 full-size synthetic football pitches, 
 indoor and outdoor swimming pools

 peaceful, countryside setting

MaxiMUM capaciTY 250  students

 
locaTion
FrEE TransFErs 
on scheduled arrival  
and departure days 
from:

aIrPorTs

l	lOndOn gatwIck 

l	lOndOn heathrOw

wellIngtOn cOllege

wellington college is located in the royal county of berkshire, which is also 
home to one of the queen’s residences, windsor castle. One of england’s 
largest and most exclusive private schools, wellington college was founded 
by queen victoria in 1859 in memory of her late husband prince albert, the 
duke of wellington. 

the college’s impressive buildings, built in the french chateau style, are 
surrounded by over 400 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds including 
woodlands and lakes. the exceptional facilities include extensive playing 
fields, a contemporary sports hall and a newly-built theatre.

WellingTon college
rOyal cOnnectIOns

coursEs

FoCus english  page 14

young Business leaders  page 20

 bright, spacious classrooms 
 with interactive whiteboards

  free wireless internet

 two computer study centres

 dining room with outside eating area

 student common room

faciliTies

rEsIdEnTIal accommodaTIon

single and twin rooms l

dormitories l 

a dediCated houseparent in every BloCk l

separate aCCommodation BloCks For Boys and girls l

find Us online 
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saMple acTiviTies

	 football arts and crafts  cricket outdoor survival
	  	

	 performing arts team sports	 tennis swimming
	  	

naTionaliTY Mix

n ItalIan                     21%
n russIan               17%
n french                    10%
n spanIsh                  6%
n japanese                6%
n brazIlIan                    6%
n german               5%
n ukraInIan                      5%
n belgIan                   3%
n pOlIsh                3%
n Other (frOm 34 cOuntrIes) 20%
 
*from 01 june 2013 to 31 july 2014

44
naTionaliTies*
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now that you’ve read all about bell’s wide range of courses and school 
locations, here’s a summary of the top reasons why bell is the best 
place for your child to study. but don’t just take our word for it!  read 
what our students and staff have to say.

WhaT oUR 
sTUdenTs saY

96%
of paRenTs 

WoUld RecoMMend 
bell To oTheR 

paRenTs

95% 
of sTUdenTs said 

TheiR english had 
iMpRoved dURing 

TheiR coURse

“ i feel like i’m in my second family; i didn’t go 
away from home. The centre manager is like my 
mother. The staff, they care about us, every time 
we walk in the corridor they say: “are you well, do 
you need anything?” That’s really welcoming ”
abdullazIz, frOm saudI arabIa.

“ the students do grammar activities, gap fills, 
running dictations, and end it with a nice game. 
the class uses the computer room so they can 
research task-based projects, working in groups 
on posters or magazines and it’s fun for them to 
talk to each other. It’s not teacher-led, it’s about the 
students working together using english ” 
rachel, teacher at wellIngtOn 

“ We speak a lot of english because we have to  
talk in class and with friends from other countries. 
here we do more projects, make presentations 
- we are not just sitting looking at the board and 
taking notes - it’s more creative ” 
marIna, frOm brazIl

high-qUaliTY Teaching

oUTsTanding WelfaRe and sTUdenT caRe
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in school,  
The sTaff To  

sTUdenT RaTio  
is aT leasT  

1:6

eveRY bell 
MeMbeR of sTaff 

is backgRoUnd 
checked

eveRY child 
cReaTes  

a leaRning 
poRTfolio

“ at bell, you meet people from different countries 
and you make very good friends in such a short time. 
The study tours are really interesting and you get to 
know britain. When we went on a trip to edinburgh 
for three days, we tried scottish dancing ”
valentIna, frOm argentIna 

95% 
of sTUdenTs  

said bell is a good  
place To leaRn

eveRY  
coURse inclUdes 

sTUdY ToURs  
and a fUll 

pRogRaMMe of 
acTiviTies

fRee  
inTeRneT  

access

“ this building is very good, it’s so beautiful. when I come 
here, I think it’s like hogwarts from harry potter ”
gIacOmO, frOm Italy 

a Range 
of healThY 

eaTing opTions 
available

“ You get to know the children very, very quickly so by 
the second day i knew them all by name. They know that 
if they have any problems to come and find me ”
jed, hOuseparent at wellIngtOn 

an inTegRaTed leaRning appRoach

excepTional locaTions and faciliTies

“ here I can draw, I can make pictures, I can play 
football, cricket, rugby – it’s really interesting and 
each evening we have some kind of competition, 
where you have to dance, play musical instruments, to 
show yourself, your soul ”
dIana, frOm ukraIne
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sTUdenTs Use 
english To 

coMMUnicaTe WiTh 
inTeRnaTional 

fRiends

eveRY sTUdenT  
has a dedicaTed  
sUppoRT TeaM  

inclUding a TeacheR, 
hoUsepaRenT and 

acTiviTY leadeR



oTheR seRvices

your guarantee of quality for Bell’s courses in the uk:

english coURses 
foR sTUdenTs  
aged 16+ 
bellenglish.com ENGLISH

SKILLS
CONFIDENCE
INDEPENDENCE
DEVELOP
PREPARE
GROW
SUCCEED

ENGLISH COURSES  
FOR ADULTS 16+

bellenglish.com

2015

BUSINESS
HUMANITIES
SCIENCE
ACCOUNTING
ART&DESIGN
LAW
ACHIEVE
SUCCEED
GROW

YOUR PATHWAY TO 
UNIVERSITY IN THE UK
UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION AND
MASTERS PREPARATION PROGRAMMES

bellenglish.com

2015

COURSES FOR
SCHOOL GROUPS
 AGED 7-17

UNLOCK THE POWER OF ENGLISH www.bellenglish.com

coURses foR TeacheRs 
bellenglish.com/teachers

coURses foR  
school gRoUps 
bellenglish.com/groups

UniveRsiTY  
paThWaY  
pRogRaMMes 
bellenglish.com/ 
Universityfoundation

23/09/14

bellenglishstudents bellenglish bellenglishbell_english

We help The WoRld  
coMMUnicaTe in english
in the last 10 years we have taught over 100,000 students 
from over 90 countries on our courses in the uk.
 

a big thank you
thank you to all students who studied with us in 2014. a special thanks goes  
to those students and staff members who feature in this brochure.

bellenglish.com
+44 (0) 1223 275598


